
 

July 25, 2018 
 
 
 
Dear Jackson Magnet families: 
 
I am thrilled to welcome all of you to Jackson STEM Dual Language Magnet Academy and to the opening of                    
the 2018-19 Academic Year! It is a privilege to serve our community and to work alongside dedicated staff and                   
committed parents in providing your children with extraordinary educational experiences enriched by a STEAM              
focus (science, technology, engineering, arts, math), a Spanish dual language immersion program (DLIP), and              
an English mainstream option. I am eager to greet our returning families and to welcome many new parents                  
and students to our warm and nurturing learning community. 
 
Joining us in our efforts to work in collaboration and enkindle educational creativity, it gives me great pleasure                  
to introduce several additions to our instructional staff, energetic new teachers who are eager to learn and                 
contribute to our exceptional team. Please join me in welcoming the newest members of our Dolphin family:  

 
Wendy Barton (RSP Teacher) Room G105 
Alejandra Jimenez (Grade 2 Spanish DLIP Teacher) Room B201 
Katherine (Michelle) Taboada (Grade 3 Spanish DLIP Teacher) Room B207 or G104 
Melissa Cervantes (Grade 4 Spanish DLIP Teacher) Room G103  
 

I am very appreciative of our teachers who have sought a change in their grade level assignments and who                   
have agreed to new challenges for the benefit of our community. Join me in acknowledging the following                 
among our staff who will be teaching a different grade or who will assume the additional responsibilities of                  
combination classes: 
 

Elizabeth Holle (Grade K/1 English Mainstream Combination) Room K2 
Debbie Ayala (Grade 1/2 English Mainstream Combination) Room B111 
Salvador Reyes (Grade 3 English Mainstream) Room F201 
Linda LeVerne (Grade 4  Spanish DLIP) Room G102 
Lissett Barron (Grade 4/5 Spanish DLIP Combination) Room F109 
Linda Keavy (Grade 4/5 English Mainstream Combination) Room F204 
 

The Special Education Department will soon hire a new school psychologist and a speech/language specialist               
for Jackson. I would like to note that, at this time, I am working with the Human Resources Department to hire                     
our new K-5th grade science teacher and will keep you updated. I am confident that all of our new and                    
reassigned team members will enrich the lives of our students and of our entire community with their                 
dedication, commitment to excellence, and innovative thinking! 
 
Our office staff will also experience the addition of one significant and much needed member. We are thrilled to                   
be welcoming a new office manager and know that the entire community will make him feel welcome from the                   
very start. His name is Marco Neves, and he is very excited to be joining our team! Marco speaks several                    
languages and will bring his unique talents to the position, certain to enrich the daily life at our school.  
 

 



 

Those of you who have recently driven past Jackson Magnet would have noticed considerable construction               
taking place on the playground. Three new portable classrooms have been installed, and a new drop-off zone                 
and small parking lot will soon be located along Casitas and Crosby, respectively. The workers are laboring to                  
finish in a timely fashion, and the portables will be ready before the opening of the 2018-19 school year. The                    
upgraded turnaround zone and new parking lot will ease our traffic and parking issues and will be completed                  
by September 10th. 
 
The completion date for the turnaround zone will necessitate an alternate location to easily drop-off students at                 
school in the morning. We will be utilizing a southern section of Spaulding Avenue, marked with cones, to                  
serve as a temporary drop-off zone in the morning. There will be a staff member on duty as of 7:15 a.m. to                      
facilitate efficient procedures. If using the temporary drop-off zone, it would be advantageous to arrive early                
enough to prevent congestion. Please adhere to the directions of staff and volunteers and do not let your                  
children exit the car while double parked. Also, please do not park your cars in the area between the cones.                    
The goal will be to maintain a smooth flow of traffic and at the same time, ensure the safety of our students.  
 
We will be in need of parent volunteers to help direct the traffic at Spaulding and help guide students to the                     
school grounds from the temporary drop-off zone during the first two or three weeks of school. Please contact                  
the main office if you are able and would like to help. 
 
Until September 10th, parents will need to park and walk onto campus to pick up their children when school is                    
dismissed. Once the Casitas turnaround zone is completed, we will once again use it to ease parking                 
conditions at our 2:15 dismissal time. 
 
Aside from using the temporary drop-off zone in the mornings, I encourage parents to use the parking lot at the                    
District Service Center that has been reserved for Jackson families and located on the corner of Canada Street                  
and Woodbury Road. Casitas Avenue is one block east of the lot, and parents can use the crosswalk on the                    
corner to accompany their children as they cross the street. The residential areas northeast and northwest of                 
Jackson Magnet also provide curbside parking.  
 
Another addition to our facilities will feature the inspirational work of PUSD teacher and artist, Amber Plummer.                 
Capitalizing on our STEM theme and dolphin mascot, she is currently painting unique and spectacular murals                
to enliven the appearance of the B-Building. The courtyard will feature the largest mural, bringing to the                 
location a touch of beauty and tranquility. The painted dolphins are life-size, and the accompanying wildlife is                 
authentic. I hope that the mural will help to inspire and calm our students, preparing their minds for daily                   
instruction. 
 
Jackson Magnet’s main office will officially open on August 1st! Office hours will be from 7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.                  
during which time we will be accepting registrations for the 2018-19 Academic Year and taking care of other                  
tasks crucial to the opening of the school year. 
 
On August 8th, all kindergarten parents with children participating in either of our language options are invited                 
to attend the annual Kindergarten Parent Orientation from 5:00-6:00 p.m. in the school auditorium. This event                
is intended for the participation of parents only, allowing the DLIP teachers to speak both English and Spanish                  
for the benefit of all of our families (and begin the year practicing language separation with students).  

 



 

Limited child care will be available for parents who have no other option, but it would be best for the students to                      
be attended by an adult at home. 
 
Jackson’s P.T.A. will sponsor a “Class Posting Party” on August 9th from 4:00-7:00 p.m. Class lists will be                  
posted to ensure smooth procedures on the first day of school. The event will include information tables for                  
parents, activities for the children, and food trucks for your dining pleasure. Please plan to participate in this fun                   
and informative event! 
 
The first day of school will be on Monday, August 13th. The morning bell will ring at 7:45 and instruction will                     
begin at 7:50am. Dismissal will be at 12:35pm on the first day of school and on Mondays throughout the school                    
year to provide time for teacher collaboration and professional development. The schedule for the rest of the                 
week (Tuesday-Friday) is 7:45am-2:15pm.  
 
Please refer to the list of upcoming events and brief explanations of important school-wide policies in the                 
subsequent pages. Feel free to call or visit our main office if you have any questions. Bell schedules, attached                   
to this email, and other information can be found on our website at: http://www.pusd.us/Domain/14.  
 
I hope that all of you enjoy the last few days of summer vacation with your children. I look forward to greeting                      
our newest students and families and reconnecting with all who will be returning as the 2017-18 School Year                  
begins. The administration, teachers, staff, parents, and community members will work as a team to make it an                  
extraordinary journey for our students. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Rita Exposito 
 

Rita Exposito 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please refer to the Upcoming Events table below. 
 
Thank you for understanding and cooperation in regard to the policies described            
in the subsequent pages. Please understand that their purpose is to ensure the             
health and safety of all our students and to enhance our learning environment.  
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Upcoming Events 
 

Date Times Event Notes 
August 1  7:30-4:00   The main office opens.  Registration and Preparation for the 2018-19 

Academic Year 
August 3 All Day Admissions Day Schools and district offices will be closed. 
August 8 5:00-6:00  Kindergarten Parent 

Orientation 
Location: Auditorium 

(This event is intended for parents only.) 
August 9 4:00-7:00 Class Posting Party Class lists will be posted. 

Will include school information for parents, activities 
for children, and food trucks for dining purposes.  

August 11 9:00-11:00 Kinder and First Grade 
Summer Play Date 

Loma Alta Park  
3330 Lincoln Ave, Altadena, CA 91001 

(Location near the play structure close to the pool)  
August 13 7:45-12:35 First Day of School; 

Shortened Day  
First bell rings at 7:45, and classes begin at 
7:50am. Student dismissal is at 12:35pm. 

September 3 All Day Labor Day Holiday Schools and district offices will be closed. 
September 13 7:45-11:30 Minimum Day  Teachers prepare for Back-to-School Night. 
September 13 5:30-7:00 Back to School Night 

 
Teachers will inform parents of their class policies 

and of grade level expectations for students. 
GATE parent meeting will take place at 5:00 prior 

to the start of Back-to-School Night. 
 

 
School Policies and Procedures 

 
Please Apply for Free/Reduced Lunch! 
All PUSD families are encouraged to apply for free/reduced meals. The advantage in qualifying, in addition to                 
meals provided free or at a reduced rate, is the ability for your children to participate in specific                  
extra-curricular programs at reduced costs, including the LEARNs after-school program, PEF summer            
school, and other opportunities.  
 

Moreover, the percentage of qualifying families generate extra funding for our school site that benefits all our                 
students. Among other items, we use our funding to provide teacher specialists, books and materials,               
technology, needed professional development, and appropriate supervisory staff on the playground. Each and             
every qualifying student counts! To apply online, please use the link below: 
 

https://www.myschoolapps.com/  
 
Attendance Policy 

Jackson STEM Dual Language Magnet Academy follows state and school district guidelines regarding             
attendance. The importance of regular school attendance cannot be overemphasized. It affects both individual              
student progress at school and the status of our school funding which is based on average daily attendance.                  
When a student misses school, the absence is marked on his or her record as either unexcused (considered a                   
truancy) or excused.  

 

https://www.myschoolapps.com/


 

An explanation for the absence is required by the state of California for its verification report, and excused                  
absences include illness, injury, medical or dental appointments, or bereavement.  
 

Please provide a handwritten note or email or call the school office before 9:00 on the day of the absence to let                      
us know that your child will not be in attendance, and please provide a valid reason. Excessive absences and                   
tardiness will be referred to the School Attendance and Review Team (SART) for further action. If calling the                  
school, it is advisable to talk to a member of our office staff instead of leaving a message. 
 

If your child is out of school for an extended time (a minimum of 5 days) due to an emergency, please notify                      
his/her teacher as well as the front office so arrangements can be made in advance for possible independent                  
study. Please note that independent study can only be used for a student once in a school year.  
 

Being on time to school every day is also very important. Punctuality for your child ensures that he or she is not                      
missing any part of the instructional day. In addition, when all students are on time in the morning, classroom                   
interruptions are minimized, thereby allowing students to take full advantage of each instructional minute.  
 

Your child needs to be in his/her seat in class by 7:50 every morning. The drop-off zone will help in this regard,                      
as well. Keep in mind that three tardies of over 30 minutes are legally equivalent to one absence from school;                    
therefore, late arrival can negatively affect your child’s attendance record.  
 

Please allow for prompt arrival by planning your early morning routines with school attendance in mind. Arrive                 
with plenty of time to allow your child to optimize his or her access to important learning opportunities each                   
day. Every instructional minute counts! 
 
After-School Programs 
Families in need of after-school child care can choose from two options, Pasadena LEARNs and “After School                 
Adventures” (Pasadena Parks and Recreation), both housed at Jackson until 6:00 p.m. LEARNs students who               
qualify for free or reduced lunch will be enrolled in the grant-funded program. Students in the grant program                  
are expected to attend Monday-Friday until 5:45 p.m. The fee-based program option, with less stringent               
attendance policies, will be offered to families who do not qualify for free/reduced lunch once the grant program                  
is full. For more information, contact the LEARNs office via telephone at (626) 396-3614 or email at:                 
pasadenalearns@pusd.us.  You may download fall applications at: http://www.pusd.us/Domain/95.  
 

Registration is currently available in person for the Pasadena Parks and Recreation After-School Adventures              
Program held at Jackson. Please apply between the hours of 9:00am-5:00pm at the Central Park Center                
located at: 37 East Del Mar Boulevard, 91106. The phone number is (626) 744-7532. To apply online, go to:                   
www.cityofpasadena.net/reserve. 
 
Cell Phone Policy 
The school is not responsible for the loss or theft of cell phones belonging to students. Cell phones in the                    
possession of students should be used for emergency purposes only and should be turned off, kept in                 
their backpacks out of sight, and inoperable during school hours. In addition, students should not share                
their cell phones with other students or take pictures or videos of them. 
 

Failure of a student to adhere to these guidelines will result in the cell phone being taken away and a phone                     
call home informing parents of their need to retrieve it. This policy regarding the use of cellphones                 
(smartphones, in particular) is a safety precaution meant to eliminate cyber-bullying and unmonitored             
Internet use while at school.  

 

mailto:pasadenalearns@pusd.us
http://www.pusd.us/Domain/95
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Health Precautions 
Please keep in mind that Jackson Magnet has many peanut-free classrooms. Do not send snacks with peanuts                 
to school for your child if he or she is in a peanut-free class. We have an increasing number of students                     
with peanut allergies, and we must ensure their safety. Keep in mind that the popular “Lunchables”                
assortments often include candy with chocolate and peanuts. It is in the best interest of all of our students                   
to make wise food choices and to be sensitive to those with food allergies. Thank you for your                  
cooperation.  
 
Procedures Involving Celebrations and Food 
Please remember that we are committed to following the PUSD Student Wellness Policy. A limit of two                 
class parties involving food will be allowable within the school year. Celebrations involving games and               
other activities will be held at the discretion of the classroom teachers. In order to ensure smooth operations at                   
school and foster an environment of focused learning, birthday celebrations are not allowed. Students can               
bring non-food items to give to their classmates in honor of their birthdays with prior permission only. Teachers                  
will recognize students’ birthdays according to their individual class procedures. 
 
Lunch 
Be sure that your child brings his or her lunch in the morning if not eating from our school menu.                    
The office staff cannot hold food or call students to pick up lunches from the front office as it is a disruption to                       
instruction and impedes smooth operations at school. 
 
 
 

 


